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AFTERMATH OF MURDER ON THE WING, 23 JULY, 1954
The crew and passengers were:
Survived: Captain Philip Blown, Captain Cedric Carlton, Stewardess Esther Law, Mrs P. M. Thorburn,

Mrs F. Parrish, Miss Valerie Parrish (6), Mr Peter S. Thatcher, Mr Lui Luen-fong.
Died: Flight Engineer George Cattanach, Radio Officer Steven Wong, Stewardess Rose Chen, Miss

Rita Chen, Mr Leonard L. Parrish, Master Laurence Parrish (4), Master Phillip Parrish (2), Mr
Tie Tian-chuang, Mrs Findlay, Mr Paul Yong Nam-ying.

Cathay Pacific bought a replacement Skymaster from Canadian Pacific Air Lines. CX
had it running to a schedule within three weeks of the disaster. The Company submitted a
claim for UK£251,400 to the Chinese Government, who paid Her Majesty’s Government
in November (1954). Jock Swire’s Diary lamented that Cathay received £175,000 on
account but can expect a stiff fight with the Claims Commissioner for the balance.

The Foreign Office allayed his fears on August 25, 1955. The Company received a final
cheque for £57,000 – exceeding the submitted claim by £7,000.

Cathay Pacific remembered Captain Woodyard at Christmas 1954 by presenting him
with a salver engraved:

To Captain Jack Thompson Woodyard, USAF. In grateful recognition of his gallantry in 
SA-16, No. AF1009 off Hainan Island, July 23, 1954.

In February 1955, The Director of Civil Aviation, Mr Muspratt-Williams, presented a silver
cigar case to the US 31st Air Rescue Squadron. His presentation came from the Government
and people of Hong Kong for their courageous rescue of the Cathay survivors.

On August 26, 1955, at Clark AFB, Major General John W. Sessumus, Jr, decorated
Captain Woodyard and his crew with the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). He also
decorated Captain Baker and Captain Veith, commander and co-pilot of the second
Grumman, with the DFC, and their crew with the Air Medal.

Captain Woodyard’s commanding officer brought his bold action to the notice of a
prestigious committee. The Cheney Award is for an act of valour, or self-sacrifice in a
humanitarian interest, associated with aircraft, but not necessarily of a military nature. The
mother and sister of Lieutenant William H. Cheney established the Award in 1927. William
Cheney died in an air collision over Foggia, Italy, on January 20, 1918. The selection panel
did not choose Captain Woodyard.

Mr Julian F. Harrington, the US Consul-General in Hong Kong, expressed regret at the
paucity of credit for the Skymaster crew. His words were loud and clear – without the
skilful ditching there would have been nobody to rescue!

On June 15, 1955, Captain Philip Blown and Captain Cedric Windas Carlton stood
before his Excellency the Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham. Mr M. C. Illingworth, the
Governor’s ADC, read an account of the deed. Then Sir Alexander decorated them with
the silver badge of the Queen’s Commendation For Valuable Service in the Air.

Many tributes praised the action of Woodyard and his men. Of those, to my mind, this
was the sincerest. John Thorburn, husband of a survivor, wrote to General Sessumus. He
began by praising the crew of the Skymaster and ended with his heartfelt thanks to
Woodyard and his men for bringing my wife back to her babies and me.


